THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
this fashion, but there was a King of Scots all the same; the
Scottish people supported the Bruce as the head of their nation,
and the Bruce began to reduce the castles one by one to his
obedience. He got Linlithgow and Perth and Roxburgh, and
at last, in 1313, the castle of Edinburgh itself. The faction
which supported the English Crown in Scotland became
frightened and divided. Stirling, the key-point, still held out,
but it was at the last gasp and had promised to surrender by
St John's Day, the Midsummer Feast, June 24, 1313, if it
was not previously relieved. Edward showed great energy at
this moment, though his nobles were still too rebellious to help
him as they should have done and though he was not properly
backed up financially—even the clergy being reluctant to vote
aid. He managed to get an army together which was ready to
march by June 18 from Berwick.
There were now only six days left before that on which
Stirling had promised to surrender. It is difficult to say how
many men Edward had with him, perhaps a total muster of
20,000; but his force was of poor material, and especially
lacking in that element of heavily armed, trained mounted
gentry which made all the difference to medieval battles.
However, it marched well, covering fifteen miles a day, and
arrived before Stirling on the eve of the fatal day—that is, on
June 23. The Bruce may have had a somewhat larger force,
but at any rate it was united and devoted to his cause, and in
the struggle that followed on the morrow (St John's Day,
June 24, 1313) along the brook of Bannockburn the Bruce was
completely victorious. Edward had fought well personally,
but his army had gone to pieces, and he had to fall back upon
Dunbar. The day of Bannockburn is the capital day in the
history of the relations between England and Scotland* Hence-
forward, although the English Crown continues its old claim,
and often refuses to the Bruce the title of King, there is in
fact an independent Scottish kingdom, and the unity of the
island under one head was never afterwards achieved by
conquest. Scotland remained the enemy of England and the
ally of the French, until all was transformed in both countries
by the Reformation, two and a half centuries later.
The New Favourites* Gabaston being dead, the King
took for a new favourite the younger Despenser, son of a great
family in the West of England and enriched by his marriage
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